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WS 2 - Packaging automation
How we automated our workflow.
Prinect User Days 2025



Workshop agenda
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01 ► Are you automated?

02 ► Full automated packaging workflow. 

03 ► How did we start?
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Do you have an automated
packaging workflow?

https://forms.office.com/e/Mj2nY7sTRK?origin=lprLink
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https://forms.office.com/e/Mj2nY7sTRK?origin=lprLink
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The answers are ...
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Live demo – full automated packaging 
workflow in Prinect Production

PDF

CSV

JDF
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Packaging Job generator – MIS JDF | XJDF or PPF

Create JDF Job
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Packaging Jobs - live demonstration

Job 1: Macaron
• external product management 
• 1 article with product information

Job 2: Delicioso
• Prinect internal product management 
• 3 articles with product information

• Job creation based on 3rd party MIS JDF
• Dynamic layout creation via Signa Station Server
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Packaging production related information
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With the “Packaging” user right, 

additional information is available in 

order lists, product properties and other 

order areas.

This information can be transferred from 

the MIS system, for example.



Colors & coatings
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• Color information and color order can be transferred 

• coating and anilox roller information is also available in the new coating data workflow 

(for more information, see WS 12)



Smart Processing
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• Continuous processes thanks to Smart Automation.

• Product-specific processing and sequence replacement based on various criteria such as product code or the transferred 

MIS properties

• Dynamic selection of process calibrations based on material properties and other criteria

• Automatic calculation and delivery of inspection data

• Availability of all process information for printing and further processing



Automatic layout creation and placement of marks
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Layout creation in this example using 

the sheet layout description provided 

by the MIS.

Rule-based mark placement by using 

Automarks sets

By using the Prinect Package Designer

project format EVD, additional 

information is available in the 

workflow.



Prinect for managing products
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Management of product data

• Pre-press processing up to the approval of the 1up 

in the product job

• Production job references the product job

• No new PDF processing in the production job



Optimized processes right up to the printing press
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What did we do? – Summary

Job 1: Macaron
• JDF of 3rd party MIS
• external product management 
• 1 article with product information
• layout creation via Signa Station Server

Automation options in your Prinect 
Production Packaging workflow.

• Job creation in Prinect Cockpit based on JDF file

• Color order and Coating information

• The source of the Coating information coming 

from the HEIDELBERG Customer Portal

• Prinect Process net

• 1 ups

• layout creation within Signa Station Server

– usage of automark sets

• Plate information

• Sheet finishing information
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https://onlinehelp.prinect-lounge.com/Prinect_Smart_Automation/MISWorkflow/en/
https://onlinehelp.prinect-lounge.com/Prinect_Integration_Manager/Version_CR/en/#t=Prinect%2Fadmin_colors_varnishes%2Fadmin_colors_varnishes-300.htm%231223863&rhtocid=_44_1
https://onlinehelp.prinect-lounge.com/hcp/_vid/Alpha/CoatingDataWorkflow/en/index.htm
https://onlinehelp.prinect-lounge.com/hcp/_vid/Alpha/CoatingDataWorkflow/en/index.htm
https://onlinehelp.prinect-lounge.com/App/App_vids/en/index.htm#t=Prinect%2Fvideotutorials_cp%2Fvideotutorials_cp.htm%23TOC_Automationsassistentbc-4&rhtocid=_2_3
https://onlinehelp.prinect-lounge.com/Prinect_Integration_Manager/Version_CR/en/#t=Prinect%2Fstep_cad%2Fstep_cad.htm%23XREF_83882__Arbeitsschritt_CAD34&rhsearch=&rhsyns=%20
https://onlinehelp.prinect-lounge.com/Prinect_Signa_Station/Version_CR/en/#t=Prinect%2FGang_Job%2FGang_Job-15.htm&rhsearch=ganging&rhsyns=%20
https://onlinehelp.prinect-lounge.com/Prinect_Signa_Station/Version_CR/_vid/Automarks_Workflow_part3/en/index.htm
https://onlinehelp.prinect-lounge.com/Prinect_Integration_Manager/Version_CR/en/#t=Prinect%2Fstep_plates%2Fstep_plates.htm%231015385&rhsearch=&rhsyns=%20&rhtocid=_19
https://onlinehelp.prinect-lounge.com/Prinect_Integration_Manager/Version_CR/en/#t=Prinect%2Fstep_sheet_processing%2Fstep_sheet_processing.htm%231015385&rhsearch=&rhsyns=%20&rhtocid=_23


What did we do? – Summary
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Automation options in your Prinect 
Production Packaging workflow.

• Job creation in Prinect Cockpit based on JDF file 

• Prinect Process net

• layout creation within Signa Station Server 

• usage of automark sets

• Ganging optimation by the MIS

• Press Center where the available prepress 

information reducing touch points at the press.

Job 2: Delicioso
• JDF of 3rd party MIS
• internal product management 
• 3 articles with product information
• layout creation via Signa Station Server

https://onlinehelp.prinect-lounge.com/App/App_vids/vids/Version_CR/MixedCommercialWorkflow_03/en/index.htm
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How did we start?
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How did we start?
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ANALYZE • What is the production process?

• What products and which processes do we standardize?

• What data do we need for the production process?

• Where does the required data come from?

DO

• What do we automate first?

• Which processes are we standardizing first?
PLAN

Note:
• Automation is a continuous process.
• Start small and build up and improve your workflow step by step.

• Implement the standardization.

• Implement the automations step by step.

• Improve and extend standardization and automation.



NEW - Prinect video tutorials for packaging

2017/01/2025 | Prinect User Days 2025, Wiesloch | Janine Schneider, Simon Top, Gerhard Hamprecht



One more question:

What is the next thing you want to 
do in your packaging prepress?
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https://forms.office.com/e/jhiE4GwxBu?origin=lprLink

https://forms.office.com/e/jhiE4GwxBu?origin=lprLink
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Thank you for your attention
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