


Automated plate production –

from Plate Pilot to press.
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Push to Stop – Reduction of touchpoints.
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Plate logistics w/o automation

Imaging Developing

Loading from

cassette
Quality control Bending Trolley Sorting Load / Remove plates
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Prinect Production Workflow Components.
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Prinect Cockpit

• Job acquistion and job data management
• Add pages
• Qualify and prepare

Signa Station

• Define layout
• Place all necessary marks

Scheduling

• Schedule jobs considering the delivery date
• Optimize job sequenc

Plate Pilot

• Build plate stacks
• Output plates in the right order
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Prinect Signa Station.

→ Placement of marks.

→ Marks for the identification 

of printing plates.

→ In the print-free area on the 

plate:

→ Plate ID

→ Nela code 

→ Plate barcode

© Heidelberger Druckmaschinen AG

Plate ID

Plate Barcode and

Nela Code
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Prinect Scheduler.
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Prinect Scheduler.

• Optimized job sequence.

• Less change overs and faster make

ready times.

8
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Presses

Operations 

sorted by 

schedule 

Plate stacks

CtP devices

Plate Pilot.
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Plate Pilot. Generate plate stack.
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Plate Pilot. Expose plate stack.
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• Pauses prepress workflow after Tiff-Bs are rendered

• Automatic rule-based or manual creation of plate stacks according to printing start

• Batch-submission of plate sets to platesetter -> correct order of plates on trolley at the press

• Can be used for any platesetter (Suprasetter, Shooter, or 3rd party via external platesetter)

• Integrates with scheduler (or connected MIS)

• Signals status of plate setter with external lamp

Automatic Plate Stack Creation

→ Rule-based creation of plate stacks (printing start time, TIFFB-Availability)

→ Considers stack size, recording and transportation time

→ Relies on scheduled print work steps for correctly sorted plate stacks

Automatic Plate Stack Recording

→ Rule-based forwarding of plate stacks to free platesetter

→ Most urgent plate stack is forwarded

→ Somebody/something must take care of trolley change

Plate Pilot.
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Organizes plate output according to 

press schedule...
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• General time settings for automatic stack generation and 

automatic plate exposure:

→ Transfer time for plate stacks/plate trolleys to the

press

→ Time slot for the composition (view into future)

• For automatic stack generation

→ Which press?

→ Speed of image setter (plates per hour)

→ Max. plate stack height

• Automatic plate exposure

→ Activate

Plate Pilot. Configuration of automatic mode.
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Plate Pilot. 

Manual mode and job sequence.
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Plate to Unit.
Workflow scenario
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Plate sorting and management in Prinect 

has a big impact.
Suprasetter plus

Speedmaster XL 106

with Plate to Unit

Barcode IDs Trolley ID
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Examples: 1. Prinect (Plate Pilot)

Trolley ID available.
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2. At the press (feeder panel)
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Loading job at the press.
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1. Manual from job list into the queue.

2. With Autofill directly into the queue, means planned sequence

→ Prinect Scheduler 

→ Simple planning with Portal Widget „Device status“

3. With scanning single plate ID.

4. With scanning plate trolley ID.
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Push to Stop – Reduction of touchpoints.
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Plate logistics w/o automation

Imaging Developing

Loading from

cassette
Quality control Bending Trolley Sorting Load / Remove plates

Push to Stop – Plate logistics incl. Plate to Unit

Loading plates

from pallet

• Imaging

• Developing

• Positioning

• Quality control

• Bending

• Sorting

• Stacking Plate to unit
Trolley



Thank you for your attention!


